[Epidural anesthesia for herniorrhaphy in a patient with severe dilated cardiomyopathy (DCM) under pimobendan control].
A 60-year-old man with severe DCM was scheduled for a herniorrhaphy under epidural anesthesia using fentanyl. Three months prior to operation, the patient suffered heart failure associated with life-threatening ventricular arrhythmia. The former was successfully treated with pimobendan as the main constituent of medication, but the latter was not responsive to various antiarrhythmic drugs with the exception of aprindine. On the day of operation and for two days postoperatively, pimobendan was administered daily. A sudden drop in systemic blood pressure and central venous pressure (CVP) during anesthesia, as well as the tendency to hypotensive status in the postoperative period were well regulated with continuous infusion of dopamine and dobutamine via CVP catheter probably due to the effect of up-regulation of pimobendan, together with adjustment of the volume of intravenous fluids. No dangerous ventricular arrhythmia were observed. Thereafter the patient made uneventful progress and was discharged on the 8th postoperative day.